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w Dis is the worſt work that can ſuit with theſe times,where- 


in it's the general buſineſs of man, to add fewel tothe fire. 
Yet, if it be rightly moderated, itis the Mother of TruthyGrand- 
mocther.of Peace, and Nurſe of an honourable Name ; all which 
now wrapped up ia theſc pom diſtempers, it becomes every ho» 


. neſt man to clear them forth co right underſtanding , without 


paſſion, pride, or by-reſpeRs. Nor is ic the leaſt of the Calamities 
that do oppreſs ingenuous mindes, that over and befides the pare 


.. ticular ſcandals and impuces caſt upon private perſons ;zeyen thoſe 
'* that profeſs the-fear of God, ſuppole chemſelyes ar liberty, with- 


out touch of conſcience , to ſpeak evil of the whole body of the 
people in Conſtituted Parliament, as if it were Regaraleſs of 


. Religion, oppreſſive to tender Conſcieners ambitions to 


bring all into bondage, and tornine Chrifts Kingdow. A!] 


' Which round upos this principle, That it's founded uv 
he people FieBton . pngP's _ 


and they for the molt part naught, che 
Parliament muſt needs be ſuitable, 
Ic's a ſhrewd Argument (I confeſs) if God be left out of che 


- Caſe: forthen, Home Homwini Lupe, Man will be a wolt to 
| man. But it's within the compals of ordinary providence obſery- 
. able, that in all places and countries where common civility bear» 
; eh rule, there is a conſtant proviſion of Laws , ad adminiſtra- 


tion of them maintained, in order to the continuance of civil Go. 
yernment : Much more where God pitcheth his Name to dwell, 
aad hath promiſed both laws and counſels,ſuch as may be for his 


* "+ Own honour , and the good, of his people , that promiſe may be 


reſted upon. 

And ſo hath Providence been in a continual fiream unto this 
nationgfor if the Statutes & Parliamenc-proceedings be examined, 
7 dare affirm ic will be manifeſt, that no one Parliamene(confider- 
ing the then preſent poſture of affairs) was eyer left by God ſo far, 


; as to permit them to oppreſs.tender coaſciences,to oppoſe _—_— 
4 to be perpetuaters of their own authority,or be willingly buechi 
: ſome to the people, A 2 I ſhould 


i 


2 Sp.p.11. 


(2) | 
I ſhould infiit longer hereupon , did I not confider the ends 


that theſe menynay have,out of the particular relations that they | 
are in: * Tis true, they may pretend to adyance Magiſtrzcy when | 


they are in power, or do pretend thereto , and ſpeak of regula- 
ting Miniſtry, and the Law, and Parliaments {becauſe thy are 
like [til] to be above their tops, and regulate them x) or if they 
cannot prevail ſo far, then to bring them into publick flight or 
diſgrace, that themſelyes may remain in higheſt eſteem. 

| What other Parliainentary Aﬀemblics have formerly met 
with in this kinde, is not my work to remember, nor co examine : 
That which lies next the ſence of cheſe times , is the laſt of all , 
which hath had as large a portion of that kinde of entertain- 
ment as any of the reſt, if not more; and I am certain, more then 
its due. For the clearing whereof ; ( being'in conſcience bound 
chereto , as to vindicate truth) I ſhall a firtle look back to the 
condition wherein affairs Rood at their firſt ſummons. 

After that England had taſted the Government by Parliament 
for ſome yeers; firtt, in irs own name; after, in the name of the 
Keepers of the Liberties of Egland ; that Aerial Ticle(as it hath 
been called) before thar Government arrived at its maturity, be- 
came difaſtful z rather (as I conceive) becauſe it promiſed much, 
then performed lictle ; and fo (to make way for another Power) 
was laid aſide ; albeit it might have ſeemed more ſafe for the peo- 
ple to expeR under that ſhaddow in reſt, until a more compleat 
form of government whereupon they might ſettle ſhould appear ; 
rather then to adventure through thick and thin, to finde out a 
Terra incognita in the coneluſion. 

But it was a hidden providence that over-ruled, by letting looſe 
a power to diffolye that Patliament : and the ſame being fo dif- 
lolved , that Power with Authority is ſuppoſed to reſide in One 
perſon boundleſs, as it was z He bring by Att of Parliament 
General of the forces of three Nations, of England, Scot- 
land, awd Ireland. ' This Power is concluded thus by that Oxe to 
be boundleſs ; but the ground mentioned deſtroys the concluſion. 
He ſaies te was General of the Forces in three Natioft by AQ of 
Parliament: then was his power limited by AR of Parliament to 
Forces.and he was not to meddle with civil power or authority : 


and. by the diffolucion of the Parliament, the Supream Authority ' 


was 
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peopi ſcent 
in obeyance in the people, and could not ( either by deſcent, 
_ farvieeathis or other ks 2 in right fall upon that Owe, or 


har t 
| he peoples Vote leading the way thereto. 
7 vr | I es that aca ; and that Oze un- 
Fg «| dertakes the Authority and civil Power, calls a Parliament, (not 
if * - as the Repreſentaciye of the people of three Nations ; bur, as 
ighe 4 may be conceived, a Repreſentative of certain Churches congre- 
WE eated ) and the Supream Power is put upon them by this One : 
ly met Bur tbey alſo are broken (as ir were) without hands, _ the 
X Fon : broken pieces thereof , at ſeveral times ſubſcribiag a Tal = 
of all . 4 mentof refignation (in a private place) of that Authority (whic 
ern. : they chen,being aſunder,neyer had)to that Onegwho had as much 
re then * before ; and thereupon that One concludes that his Anthority 2- 
bound } gain by this reſignation was bowndleſs and unlimited, all — Oe: 
'to tl ſwbjetted to Arbitrar ineſ;,all Government diſſolvedall, cv! 
dos ! adminiſtrations \at an end, nothing left to keep things in or- 
lament ; der, but the Sword. And if all were thus, then'alſo was the 
ofthe } Commiſſion of the Generals place at an end, and he no General 
It katt , in right, nor hach he any power ; and therefore ic was neceſſary 
'b, that che ſame power that laid all down, mult build up ſfomwhar, 
dr unleſs it meaned to ruine it ſelf alſo, What other grounds of ne- 
Owe \ | celſiry there were, they may belt declare that know. _ 
') | Thus this One became concerned and made capable of a name, 
« 2a into which yet he was not baptized, till after three or tour days ; 
S wy a paper ( fince known by the name of The Goverwment) is 
cn brought to that Ome(as the matter ſhews) rather from the Camp, 
aps thea from the Monnt, framed for the government of three 
looſe Natiogs in one; in order to the Souldier, rather then the Peo- 
0 diſc ple: for ( whatever the other Nations had ) Ewg/and was al- 
2; ready peſſefſed of known Laws by long approbation, which they 
ks ; iked well, and were never abrogated-either by Forteiture,Con- 
Scor- queſt or otherwile, | _ 
This paper , that Owe {that he might be the onely One) ſub- <... br 
"Pay | mits to govern by ; and ſo he becomes that One , by agreement Ha), 


berweM him and ſeyeral perſons of Intereſt and Fidelity (as is 
wid {aid) in this Commonwealth, and Officers of the Army , and by 


"4 na their deſire and advice. And thus is the Title to che Government 
ef '! tormed ; and thenceforth is this One become named pas” 
an 


was 


(4 
and endowed with an authority = formerly known. And 
(eo oirt this garment cloſe unto him) he yoluatarily , and ex 4- 
wndanti » did binde himſelf by Oath to-govern accordingly , 
which by any DireRtion in that Paper of Government he never 
was engaged co infilt upon. 

This Oath was taken in a publick place in Fefftminfter-hall, 
in the preſence of all that were then preſent ; none of them all 
gainſaying , whoever they were that gave the Plaudit. Wit- 
neſſes ao queſtion, there were more then enough,of the ſubmiſſi. 
on of thoſe then preſent to this Owe,asto the chief perſon in power 
within theſe three Nationss But doth this binde the body of 
the people F Doubtleſs not ; nor is the minde of this Oxe (acis- 
fied therewith. 

We are minded of his Reception into Loudon in a folemne 
Feſtival: The Lord Commiſſioners of the Great Seal,and Judges 
and Juſtices of the Land accepting Power from hima for Admi- 
niſtring of Juſtice. Divers Papers ( r<(hfying Recogaition of 
his Power) from ſeveral Cities and Corporations, and from the 
Grand Jary a Tork-ſpire; And laſtly, all the three Nations E- 
leioas and Returns of Members to ſerye in Parliament, in obe- 
dience to his Writs; and the fitting of ſuch in Parliament in puc- 
ſuance of that power , and many bleſled effeRs of Gods provi- 
dence following the ſame. 

Here's enough,and more then enough to tell all the three Na- 
tions, that they do acknowledge him to have the Chief Power ; 
but not one (illable in all this doth ſaund any whit of ſubmiſſion 
ro the Government : the Reception of the ProteRtor is one 
thing; and of the Governmear, another. For though it be true, 
That the Government was read publickly at the time of the 

taking of the Oath ; and doubtleſs many heard the ſame, and 
underſtood as much thereof as isto be underſtood at one read- 
ing , Without further illumination from that ſpirit that made ir ; 
yet their preſence art that time was not required to affent or dil- 
ſent in the behalf of che people of three Nations, unto the Go- 
vernment then read ; but to add to the publick ſolemnity wich 
their preſence. 

Secondly, It's true, That the Government was ſent down to 
the {eyeral Countries and Places z feyeral Reaſons were in ſup- 


pO al, 


ne 


RR NES 


polal , nohe knew the certainty, 
| Rood the word, ProtefFor , well hoped his power was to proe 
: teRchem in their ancient Liberties and Laws ( as the Keepers 
| of the Liberties had formerly done) and thoſe cared for no 


MOre. 


Thoſe of them that under- 


And of thoſe that looked into the Government , ſome 


' wondred what it meant : others ſuppoſed them to be Propoſals 


; 
£& 
i 


2 


[ 
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to be confidered by the Parliament : ſome (obſerving the Oath) 
feared that the whole as it was , was to be im npon the 
People : bur others upon the ſame ground inferred the contrary, 
becauſe by the Government , the Protetors Legiflative Power 
was limited and direted, Burt as touching the Government ic 
ſelf , ic ſeermerh neither to be made by Protetor, Council , nor 
Parliament , bur by an unknown Law-giver : and there being 
not one Clauſe therein that enaRteth or declareth the ſame , by 
the very Oath is the PcoteRor bound not to impoſe the ſame, but 
by the Peoples conſent , _ nor are they bound thereunder , un- 
tels che ſane be concluded by their Repreſentative in Parhament. 
It may ſeem therefore that the fame is but an Agreement be= 
eween prrſons unknown, and the General of the Army ; or 
elſc berween che General of the Army that was, andthe Pro- 
teRor that was to be, what powers he ſhould uſe to n by: 
and being that the ſame was engaged unto by Oath , che ſame 
(it ſeems) was perfeRt and ted thereby , or otherwiſe 
ar cannot conceive in fuch Profeffion) the Oath was raſh 
and vain. 


Thirdly, As touching EleQtion, and fitting of Members in 1 Sp.p.u1, 


gs. _— _—_ of Ras from the Proce- 
: it cannot » but witneſs thereby is given to the 
Power of the Proteftor to ſummon or Shock : which 
hath beene done by great men, that nevertheleſs had no Supreme 
Power,nor claimed any. 

Laſtly, The bleſſed effeAts that are mentioned , queſtionleſc 
are Bleffings of infinite Goodneſs, and ample Teſtimonies of 
Gods Mercy under the ProteRtors Government; and his En- 
deavors as a meanes under God are to be acknowledged of all 
true Enghſh men with an honourable reſpeR : but that they are 
EfteRs of the Form of Goverment ſo earneſtly contended for, 
is fo far wide from all Divinity and Reaſon, as nothing can be 
more 


2 Specch 
p.29, 


more 2 For proſperity may betide in aa evil way, and yet no 


_ effc thereof, no not ſo much as adverſity ofa good way (which 


may be be occaſioned thereby. ) But between the Form. of 
Goyerment and the Bleſſings mentioned, there is no Relation, 
no not ſo much as between the SubjeR and AdjunR, and there- 
tore there is not *much in that witneſs to confirm the: excel» 
lency of the form of Goyermeat, or God's approbation there- 
of, as is pretended. 

And it may feem that the ProteRtors mind was neither yet fo 
fully ſatisfied ; ſomewhat is glanced upon by che word Sripmla- 
110m : Concerning which-ke faich, That it b4th been done on 
one part, and that fully accepted; and ſurely a return ought 


'tobes and thereupon urgeth, that the concurrence of the Par- 


liament ought to be to the Government, Or e/ſe what doth 
that ftipulation ſignifie ? 

And hereunto I ſhall anſwer, That it figaifies nothing : irs no 
tipulation at al!, till both parties agree ; the Lawyers will bear 
witneſs ro that: and if the Parliamear refuſe agreement without 
reaſon, the blame muſt haye lighted upon them ;. bur God nor 
permicting the matter to come to the trial, no {ach impute -can 
be charged upen them. 

But it ſeems that the Parliament. was miftaken in medli 
with the GoyernmentzThey ſhould hawe lefs that as they found 
it,and be taky themſelves toprovide Remedy againſt grie« 
Vances a 

If they were miſtaken, they were led thereiato by the Lord 
ProteQtors own words, in his firlt Speech minding them of ir, 
and cemmending it to them(as was conceived) to-gain the Par- 
liaments approbarion thereof - which mult have been done Ex- 
plicitely or Implicitely, and either way could nor be undertaken 
without taking the Goyernment into conlideration upon debate. 
And when the Houſe was affembled upon Munday, the fiſt 
Motion being againſt the Book in print ; the ſecond,that ſpake-ro 
avoid debate upon the Book moved, That a Comuwittee might be 
named to frame Propoſals to be made to the Procetor.'Bur that 
was waved allo by divers eminent perſons of State that ſuc- 
ceeded immediately each after other, all of them infiſting , chat 
it-may be doubred, whether all the: Members preſent were 
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| (7) | 

upon ofie foot z or{ as others ſaid) upon one foundation , and 
thereupon aQueſtion was fram-d & put for the approvin 
Lord ProteQtors Power 3 wherein of neceſſity the Bo 
have come into conſideration; in the debate whereof (principally 
upon the wording of the Queſtion) if any plainnels or bluncnels 
of ſpeech were, poſſibly the tame was repreſented to the Protector 
in a worſe ſerie then the ſame was intended,and fo might occaſion 
that check ſo often mentioned, and which (if God had fo order- 
ed it) might have been berter if it had been 3 Mate to the wiole 
Houle, as it proved to many of the Members. 

The ſenile of this check manifeſted in the Speech, then made 
by the ProteRor, was rot for medling with the Government, bur 
for trenching upon that firſt Principle of the Government, by 
One and a Parliament; contrary to the V Vrit of Summons 
and Indentures of Return; and thereupoa the Engagement 
was framed, and in that ſenſe ſubicrib:d. 

And as touching this ſenle, let the Speech it ſelf in print ſpeak, 
whercin the whole Goyernmen: is divided into circumtzntial; 8 
Fundamentals. And as touching the Circumftantials bis words 
are, The Circumſt antials [ ſhall eaſily agree to vary or leave 
ont, as I ſhall-be convinced by reaſon. And as to the whole he 
ſaith, / for my part ſhall be willing tobe bound more then [ 
am in any thing, that I may be convinced of, may be for the 
good of the People. in preſervation of the Imtereft and Canſe 
contended for, He ofters himſelt then to be convince by reaſon, 
which cannot be withour debate, and conſideration had thereby 
of the Circumſtantials,and of the whole y and then it were worth 
the Scrutiny, How this could be,and the Government lefe as ir 


Neither was this the ſenſe of one, or a few ; for after the check 
put upon the Houle, thoſe that returned notwithſtaning into the 
Houſe, proceeded on in their courſe as formerly, and were lo far 
from defifting ro m:ddle with the Government that they called 
tor the Record therof our of the Chancery, & purpolely debated 
the ſame from point co point, and varied from the fame in their 
Votes, as they faw Caule, no man interrupting them: 2nd their 
example was propounded by ſome well known to the ProcteRor 
for Council, as an incouragement unto others , that with-drew 


Ea 
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upon the check received, to the «<A that they alſo might return 
to the work, as many had done. I ſhall conclude therefore, 
it was the general ſenſe both of the ProceRor and the Parha- 
ment, That the ſaid Government ſhould not be left afide with- 
out conſideration , but that the Parliament ſhould alter ſuch 
matters,as by reaſon theProteRor ſhould be convinced of to de- 
ſerve alteration. 

But the Houſe might have anſwered the Grievances, for 
whreb they ſhould have thanks from all that intrufted them, 

Ir is very true: but {though it might be their weakneſs) ma- 
gy were of opinion, that the Goyernment was the firlt and great- 
el grievance of all the reſt ; for to what purpoſe can laws ſerve to 
belp grievances, when as they are all under the ProteRors cog- 
nizance to determine whether they be not contrary to ſome- 
what contained within the Government ? and ſonothing ſhall be 
Law, unleſs he will. | 

He ſpeaketh furthermore, That the P arliament might have 
proceeded to make wholſome Lawes, which the People expett 
from them. Andin his ſecond Speech ſaith, Tow (meaning the 
Parliament)have an 4b ſolute Legiſlative Power in al things 
that can poſſibly concern the firm, and imtereſt of the Publick. 
Theſe are good words, if true ; but come to particulars, and con- 
Gder of Religion, the Milifia,and Money, befides other things,all 
theſe are concerning the good of the Publick, and yet not one of 
them but under the abſolute Legiſlative Power of the Protector 
and the Council, as daily experience makerth manifeſt, 

The ſecond thing changed upon the Parliament, That thoy 
had no heart to ewvite England to ſing 4 Song of thanksgiv= 
ing to God for thoſe Appearances and Providences, not to be 
matched in Story. 

Itis a very high ſirain of Government that his Highneſs 
is arrived at, not onely to impoſe Lawes for the outward man, 
but to fit as a Judge upon the hearts of ſo many { for many of 
whom heis ſo well perſwaded to lay down his life) ſo as wo 
eonclude the moſt , if rot all of them, under unthankfulnefs. 
It is very true, we are all unchankful, the Lord give us repen- 
tance thereof, and” forgiveneſs, and raiſe up our hearts to a 
right entertainment of his Mercies. Nevertheleſs, it had my 
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(s) | 
becoming an hlimble Chriſtian , not to have caſt the firft one, 
unlefs himſelf had been without fin, Bur wherein confilts this 
unthankfulneſs? Is it in taking into conſideration the Govern- 
ment 2 Now if that ſame Government, that Government, I ſay, 
| be a Foundation of Oppreſſion to the people , and the Parlia- 
ment be the Peoples Truſtees ( as he calleth chem ) I humbly 
* befzech him, that as he hath upbraided them for unthankfulneſs, 
# to infirut them wherein they have declared ſo much to his ob» 
ſervation. 

And yer there is not enough , ſomewhat is done that looks 
like 4 paricide , or not owning that authority that called you 
hither, Andcertainly,if he had not been ſo mindeful of the 
Priviledges of the Houſe, as he was afterward , he would bave 
' ſeen ſomewhart preſented from the Houſe , before he would have 
| charged the whole Houſe with ſo unnatural a Crime. Aad yet 
be formerly bath 
* dominion over you, Ont as one that doth reſolve to be a fellow- 
* ſervant with you. 

j The next faulc of the Parliament is Delay , whichis charged 
7 withits aggravations, Firſt, That Soc the Recogwition it hath 
| been without any interrnpt ion from him. 


| The Truth hereof , as to the matter of Fat , I ſhall ſhortly 


thus ſtate 2 

That after nigh two Months was ſpent at the Grand Com- 
| mittee, in framing ſeveral Articles, in order to a Bill for Go» 
vernment , it was about the beginning of November before the 
Houſe affumed the Debate of that , which was brought in from 
the Committee into the Houſe. And abour the later end of No» 
vember , the ſubjeR matter betalling to be concerning the Go- 
verr. meat of che Randing Forces atret the death of che prelent 
: Lord ProteRor ; the Vote of the Houle erofled the expectarion 
| of ſome men of molt eminent Rank , - and diſcontent was taken 
; and obleryed z and within n few dayes,information from wich» 
/ out doors (a5 they phraſe ic) came to divers Members , thatir 
; was determined to hold the Houſe in debate withour ſuffering a 
—— until the ſet time of five Months were waſted and chen 
to difſolye ; alchough (to be plain ) ir was expeRted rather that 
| the Houſe f harvrye.athvok Cole forthwithe _ 
B 2 
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This information cauſed thoſe that were for the altering of the 
Government in Debate , to ſpeed their work what they could, 
by fitting the- whole day, and part of the night alſo, from che 
former part of December.till the day of their diſſolution : during 
which time, the former Reſolution of D:bate was far more evi- © 
dent, by long Speeches, redoubling of Dcbates , and che like , 
wherein ſo much time was loſt , that the Houſe would allow of | 
no diverſions , alchough many important occaſions were offered. | 
Ar lengih the Bill was fiviſhed , and the Qieftion put for the | 
paſſing che ſame 3nd for ſending the ſame to che ProteRtor z and 
upoa that one Q, <{tion,by realon of many proviſoes interpoſing, 
it coR:171ed for rune or ten dayes ſpace, till the five Months were 
ended ; and upoa the day after (the Lord 's Day not being ac+ 
cour.ced ) theQ tion was renewed again; and when all * 
the Provitecs wer: fi ſhed , the Letter from the Lord P R O-« | 
TECTOR to call che Houle away, was immediately deliyered 
to the Speiker, 

Now whecher the Lord ProteAtor or who elſe knew hereof, 
God and their own Coniciences can belt witneſs; and who they |; 
weie that occafioned this delay. | 

A lecond aggravation. is, that this delay was accompacied 
w:th a negleRtiag of the Lord Protetor : / kyow not what you 
have been dorrg ; I do not know whether you have ben alive 
or dead, | bave not once heard from you all this time, { bave 
not. and that you all know ; if that be 4 fanlt , ſwrely it bath 
mot b:en mine. 

S:range aſſertions ; not.to be made good. bur by ſubtil diltins 
ions, tropes and figures, or menral reſervations, He knew not 
what the Parliament had been doing, Certainly , if he had 
been alcogether lo neicient, the words of Debate concerns '£ Ls- 
b:rtics and Non Camuſa pro Canſa . would never have ſhpped 
his pen ſo ofien ; and his decermination upon the whole would 
never have been fo poſitive + Torr rime bath been ſpent in 
ſetting up ſomewhat elſe upon another bnttom then thu 
ftands that looks as if a laying groands of a quarrel bad ra- 
ther been de ſigned, then to grye the people ſetil-ment, And 
ve.1'y, if tnehad known me 5 poſſibly te maccer might not 
hayc deierycd io ſharp a ceuſure 3 thole therefore adyiled ill, 
ro 


RN on I ON OS on 


ng of the 
y could, 
rom the 
:d uring 
aore eyi- 
the like ; 
allow of 


offered. 


for the | 


T; and 
rpoſing, 
ths were 
eing acs 
(then all 
P R O- 


elyered 


hereof, ©: 
ho they | 


wparied 
hat you 
v alive 
{ bave 
et bath 


ew not 
he had 
j Ls- 

ipped 
would 
ent 119 
» thu 
ad ra- 

And 


Mt not | 
led ill, | 


| 


(C0) 


I 


2 
* 
£1 

| 
bd 

oh 
<. 

F 


(11 
to diſſolve the Parliament before ws work was known or ug- 
derſtood. 

The nex: words , of bring alive or dead , I think in charity 
ſhould nor be literally taken, bar b{ conſidered with che nex*, as 
an explanation of the ſence : I hav? not once heard from you 
allthis trme,[ bave not ; and that you all know. For my own 
opinion, I believ: nor one of them do know ; bur contrarily, 
ir was generally kaown, that he heard from the Houle tOur 
eimes during the f1:ting of the Houſe. Firlt , concerning the 
Faſt. Secondly. the allowance of General Venables his Voy- 
age, Thirdly , the allowance of the chief cffiers. © Fourthly, 
by a Committee concerning the demoliſhing of Garifons, and 
reducing the Army to the fertled number. Beſides, one from a 
Commucree of the whole Houſe, by a Sub-Committee concerning 
Rcligion, ; 

It is to be hoped therefore, when his H 2hnefs hath taken 
due conhderation hereof, he will nor impute it as ſo great a 
fault of the Houſe » that he hath not heard once from them in 
all this tune. 

Bur to take the words as ſpoken by one that would be glad 
to. have heard from the Houle more often, and what con*- 
cerneth the lighting him herein 5 I (hull refer che furcher an+ 
ſwer to that Caarge of refulig cunference, to ayoid tedious Tau- 
tologice, 

In the next place, the ſame pen proceeds to the mater of news, 
which is recited as a bitter fruit of the P+rlh1aments ficting -and 
thereupon concludes in geaeral, Diſſertlement, Drurfion Diſ- 
coutent, D ſſutufattion, Pogether with real dingers to the 
whole hath been more multiplicd within theſe five Months 
of your ſitting them 1n ſome yeers before. 

His Highnceis can charge home 19 che field , bur at his pen is 
got ſo adventurous. | H: comes on bravely with 2n impur3tion 
That he fears will be through ſome interpretation a lutle too 
juſtly put upon the Par lrangent; Bu then he whee'y abou, { well 
not ſay you have cheriſhtd that were too bard. Ad thecetore 
I ſhill got trouble my way with any Apology tor the Parliament 
herein » bur ſhall leaye 1c as a charge ducctly- upon the cacmmes 


that he ſpeaks of. E&4 4 
Bur 


__ 
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12) | 
But as touching the refle&ion,thar rhe Parliament adminiftred 


cccalion thereof for want of ſettlement , Which with eafie con- 
eftare the enemies might take wp and conclude It may well 
ſaid , I hope without offence, that it was eafie for the Lerd 
Proteftor , knowiag his own Reſolyes, to conclude : But that 


the enemies not knowing the debates cf che Parliament before- | 


hand , could eafily determine therefrom to frame their Deſigns, 
appears not to ordinary underſtanding. Por Parliaments have 
ever altered their Debates upon occaſion , as better grounds 
chereby are energans ( as becomes wile men to do; ) and 
therefore I may. well ſay, this Diſpute is a Now Canſa pro 
Canſa ; for divers Deſigaes may concur in one time , and 
yer each of them independent upon other z ghe Grounds 


may be ſeveral, though diſaffeion may be the general | 
And therefore chis -kinde of arguing is fo | 


cauſe of all, 
tar diſtant from right reaſoning , that it favours rather of 
the old Dilcale of dilaftetion co PARLIA MENTS; 


whereof this laſt hath mer with ſuch Gore of Expreſſions | 


cending that way, as nothing in my Opigion renders more 
iad and figaal Sympromes of enlung Milecy to this Nas 
tion, Chen this, that their Cure ſhould be accounted their 
Dicaſc. 


Three Grounds are alledged of the Enemies incouragement in 
their Undertakings. 1. The Parliaments delayes. 2. Their 
not ſttling the Government as they foundit. 3. Pampblzts 
publiſhing Vates. 

Fult, As to the delayes ſo often mentioned , theſe can be no 
Ground of the Enemies Uadercakings z for that the Undercakings 
were long before any delayes in the Parliament were or could be 
eaken notice of, 

. Secondly, The Work of che Parliament , cannot in Rea» 
ſon be charged wich delayes : for let the | Nature of che luds 
j<A matcer be conſidered ( the Particulars being marcers Fua- 
damencal, many of which neyer paſted under the Cha- 
rater of written Law;) And it might be craricably 
judged , that fixty Articles of that Nature, wherein are 
concained nigh two huadreg VOTES, onceframed = " 
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(2 
Grand Committee, then twice read and debated in the 
full houſe, and after, ſorne of them debated again at the Grand 
Committee , then called for again into the whole Houſe, and 
read the third time; and then ma reticulars debared anew, 
and che whole concluded, with divers proyiſoes debated , and 
» and the whole at the point of 

affing , to be preiented to the ProceRor , beſides other Bills 
of Publick intereſts and all this done in five Months : I lay, 
*z may be Charitably Judged that theſe are not effeAts of 
Delayes. 


The ſecond cauſe of this Eafie conjeRure , is the Hopes Pap. 8. 
of the exemies, that the Parliament would not ſettle. 


Which hopes afterwards are called Afwrance of the Parlta- 


— ments not agreeing the Government as they found it, Hopes Page 15. 
g is fo 


may be vain and groundleſs, but Afſurance cannot be: 
No demonſtration was ever made by the Pailiament to 
oiye them ſuch Afﬀurance to ground fuch Plocs upon. 
For what if they ſhould not agree to the ProteAur ? pole 
hbly the Proteftor, npon reaſon ſhew'd , might be con» 
vinced by them, and he might agree co them ; and then, 
what becomes of this cake GonjeGure ? But 'cis yet more 
ſtrange , that the enemies ſhould eaſily Conj:Rure no 
agreement , and fhould not alſo underſtand , that tt 
was no part of the defire of the Protetor or his Council , 
that the Parliament ſhould meddle with the Government at 
all, ſecing ir was fo ſtrong upon irs own Baſis, and 
( as was aid by an Oracle ) other foundation can ao-man 
lay, then that which is already laid. So as whether a- 


oree» or. not agree , the enemies could gain nocacourage- 


meot thereby, to adventure their lives upon conceits that poſſibly 
might neyer come- to pals. 

The third ground of fuch cafie ConjeAures was , from 
Pamphlets, mentioning ſtrange Votcs, and Reſolve; of yours ; 
which I hope did abuſe you. 


Je muſt be agreed , that there were ſuch Reſolves -pub- Page 146 


liſhed in priot, as if paſſed by the Parliument ; and com- 
plainc was thereof made in the Houſe ; but it was feared 
that the maine end was, to divert” the Proceedings of the 

Houle 


Pape 15, 


(34) 


Houſe from their way, rather then out of any zeale of the Ho: 


nour of the Houſe g and that occaſioned divers not to fayour the 
motion ſo far, as to make any enquiry thercinto. 

Buc as touching that clauſe [| which ( [ hope ) did abuſe 
you | I cannot incharity interpret it according to the lerter, 
becauſe its not Chriſtianity to like of the abuſe 'of any , - much 
leſs of perſons in ſuch < A-ding but do account che words 
a ftraine of Rhetorick , expreſſing his not believing it 2 And 
I know not how to expound it ocherwiſe , confidering the 
ProteRors relation , whoſe place ( as ſupreme Magiltrate) 
might in ſuch caſe warrant him ro puniſh ſuch offences dore 
againſt the Parliament during their ſerious imployments in 
o:her matters (to the end that they might with more liber- 


ty ſerve their Country ) rather thea willingly to permit ſuch | 


Impoſtures 
Another charge is the Debanuching of the Army : concer- 
ning which his words are : Some very well krown to you, have 


helped the debauching of the eArmy ; but I would be toath | 


to ſay, they were any of your own number. It they were none 
of the Members of che'Parliament, to what purpoſe are theſe 
words added as increaling the | beavineſs of -che Charge ? 
Its faid , They are very well known tothe Parliament, who 
as ſo conſidered , know none but their Members , .or perſons 
of publick cruſt: But ſo long as theſe are not"of the number 
cf the Parliament, its leſs material co-'them-.; and the ra- 
ther , becauſe its not charged upon them, - that they did it 
intentionally, | 

There's more of this kinde , that more. yet come nigh to 
the touch : What if I am able to make it appear in fat? that 
ſome amongſt you bave run intothe Cty of London, to per= 
ſwade to Petitions and Adareſſes to you, for rever ſing your 
own Votes that you have paſſed? And what if the Lord Pco- 
teftor be not able ro make it appear ? What if he be miſ-iaform- 
ed? Why then is not in falF, but concere ; and then thele ſome 
are youe, Burhclaich, Some among#t you, So was the Lord 
ProteQtor then preſent, and the privie Councel, and divers 
ſtrangers of every Kinde of Intereſt, Who then in particular 
thole ſome were, I cannot ſay ; bur more then one may well 
remems- 
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 reniember, That about the end of November; a report wes 
ofan information made to the Army, thenabour London; 


that' the Paclianvtent- had paſſed Votes to reduce and dif- 
band the Souldiers, and take away their pay z and char Ad- 
dreſſes were 'preparing by the Soaldiers, to give a ſtop to 
ſuch proceedings. But let that impuration light where ic 
will, its a ſtrange kinde ofcrimination, that blurres all in 
general, and yet charges none in particular ; ard therefore 
cannot be an{wered bv any. The tonpue'of ſuch a one may 
be true, and not his heart 3 he may not deceive the world In 
plain-words, yet upona hint may wiſh with all his hearc 
the world would deceive them(e]ves. 

The Parliament is not yet rendred ſufficiently odious : 
the ſame Pen therefore retires: back- again co the former 
Charge, thi it thay fix the ſame yet deeper; For having 
minded us again of negleR of Scrrlement , it tels us , There 
was d- Government in the poſſeſſion of the People, T ſays, A'Go- 


vernment in the poſſeſſion of the people. A ſaying (queſtion- Pag. 16. 


kf.) advifed, and certainly true, otherwiſeit had not been 
doubicd, The ſubje@ is the Government which'the'Par« 
lament entered upon, ravelling into it 3 | ThisCits ſafdJis in 
the poſſeſſion of the 
matrer be weighed : For either its intended, That the peo» 
le hath the Government in their pow ſon ; 'or, Thi the 
Goreradicne hath the people In irs poſſeſſion; and either 
Way its neither good , true, or real]: - Its nor good for the 
ple cicher to poſkfle ir, or be pofſfſed by it : They 
ave already, and long have had their Laws, called Be- 
ne dpprobate , and antique  Leges , to be their poſſeſſion ; 
of which they arc not yet ſo weary, as to caft them away 
for that which they underſtand not , mach lefſe can deſire 
or delight in, 
Second y, lt is not trve, that this Government is'in the 
ſion of the people : For how- ean- any poſkſſion be of 
ar Government, ſeeing the very impoſing thereof wichoiic 
conſent of the Parliament, doth deftroy'the Government in 
the main and fundamental principte thereofin On? anid a Pat- 
tiament * Or how can it bein the poſſeſſion of the people, 
and uot in their power, but they - be overpowred oat 
- 


ple. Stay there, Reader, ill the * 
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:: Lefily, it canfiat be Reall; forthe Latyyers'tc)1-14y that, 
to have a thing in poſſeſſion, / implies the good, and benefit 
thereof, totheuſe of hirw that hath jt. Now, what bence 
fic cay-there out redonnd to the peoples otherwiſethan as a 
priſoner may be ſaid to poſlefſe his priſon, or chains, 'or 
ſtocks, wherein heis holden ? which by Gods over-ruling 
hand, indeed may redound to his-good ; . yet in any moral 
ſenſe are ſaid10 be nat really good. - nach 97 Hy it a$it Is, 
His Lordſhip ſaith, that the government hath been exercijed neer 
fiſteen Months : The Governmene then hath rather beep in the 
poſſeſſion ofthe ProteQor, than the-people; but how-long? 
Its faid neer fitteen Moneths, and that is near two Meneths 
before the ſame was born and brought forth; it was there- 
fore an Aor while it was in the [4ea, before it was made; 
and had, the like iofluence in the notion with;je in the pro- 
duQtion : But let the preſcription for fifteen Monech be al: 
lowed , it might be upon a forcible entry, No, the People 
willingly received it,, faich the Proteftor; - although choſe 


 zhat wiſhhim well, do pjty.him-; and hisenemies rejoycero | 


ſechow, he. is abuſed with flattery and mizinformation ; and 

Many belicye thar he deceives himſelf. For it cannot be ima» 
> gincd that the people are willing with what they underſtand 

pot, .and in the ſenſe. whereof not onely the Parliament,but 
the privy Canncil:conld nct agreeamongſt themſelves. 
X The third exce}lency of this Government -is.,. That from it 
.all Law and Juſtice, is diſtributed... No ſuch matter; that can» 
not be.the fountain of all Law and;Juſtice ip theſe Nations, 
that j8 neither Rule, norin ic:{elf hathany power, and 
which may be altered or taken quite away, and yet Law and 
Juſhice diſtributed neverthelcfle.. 

- The fourth exccllency is, that its ownedþy God: A bold 
Aﬀertion, that muſt cloath this humane Law by conſequence 
with a Divine Right. How comes he to know this Ownerſhip? 
Its ſaid , as being the dſpenſationiof his Providence after twelve 

years War, lit ſecmpihen, all Gods diſpenſations of provi- 
.d<nce after twelve years wangdo bear witnesof Gods owning 


| whatſoever is. come to-paſs : but theScripture tell us,that uo 


man kews love or batred from all that is- before him; and expe- 
ricnce bring forth daily many iſſucs of permiſſive provi- 
gdenceafter thele twelve years war,which God will not own 
nor 


| 


ty that, 


| benefie 
at bence 
han as a 
ns, or 
-rulin 

7 - tn, 
as it is, 
jed neer 
2. in the 
y long? 
eneths 
s there- 
3 made; 
he pro+ 
1 be al + 
8 People 
| thoſe 


oycero | 


\; and | 


xe Ima» 
rftand 
nt,buc 
Þ 
Jjrom it 
If Can» 
tions, 
's and 
W and 


bold 
uence 
r{hip? 
twelve 
IrOvVi- 
yning 
hat 0 
expe” 
rovi- 
own 
nor 


E: 07 


Trxa07 
nor-willthe Prote@or agree therets:/forheknowerh-thet 
Gad commandeth ſome things to be done, and yet will re- 
quice it as a fin from the doers,if they offend in the manner E 
or.cnd. 4 | 
The laſt Excellency of this Government is, That it 3: wit- | 
neſſed to by the People. But they have darie nothing that can 
witneſs this Government to be So __ or Goqd,their Q- 
bedience is done to the Power that is ſuprem;conlifting with 
their Liberties ; let the form of Government be new or old, 
all is one as to that. 
All hicherto have been but akirmiſhes , now comes the 
. main Body co the puſh of the pike. You might (taith be) bave >;p 1, 
made proviſion for ſettling of things in matters of Religion, as would 
whhold and countenance a godly Miniſtry , ond yet give a juſt liberty to 
godly men of different judgments , of the ſame faith withthem, « 
the Independents are, and thoſe under the form of Baptiſme,who are 
found in the faith, But nothing, is done toward them; but there is 
a ſtrange itch upon mens ſpirits ; nothing will ſatisfie them , unleſſe 
they can put their finger upon their bretbrens conſcience to pinch 
there : What greater bypecriſie, then for thoſe that were 0 | 
by the Biſhops, to become greateſt oppreſſors themſelves? A grie- 
vous charge upon God knows whom, bur ſuch they are 48 
were under the perſecution by Biſhops, which may be mearic 
of all ſpecics of Proteftants, or any of them, and ſuch as 
call for Liberty now : and certainly the parliament muſt 
needs be dangerouſly infe&ed wich theſe kinde of men; 
or elſe Quorſum bect What doth theſe conduce to the 
breaking up of the parliament, which is the matter now 
in purſuit? In this Charge,the Method is ficſt co ſhew what = 
they Home or might have done. 2. What they did nor. 4, 
3. What they did. 4, The cenſure. | X 
For the firſt, the ſumme is, Tow wight have provided for 
upbolding and countenancing, a godly Miniſtry , and alſo a juſt Li- 
. berty to godly men of different judgements; viz. Independents, and Ld 
the under the form of Baptiſm. | ; 
irſt, As touching upholdipg and countenancinga godly 't- | 
Miniftry,in order as aforeſaid, which he Gith,the parliamene a 
might have doge z ics true,they Sou havedone juſt ſo much | 
'2 
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-a5 himſelf wouldJike well of, and not one tittle more; and 
kow tar thac wonld have extended.,the Government will tell 
us, in'the-26 and -29 Articles; and how far his good likin 
| will excend toor beyold the Government, the daily praftile 
will alſo fhew. : 
Secondly, Its ſaid;, That nothing 'hath been done : ie ſeenris 
therefore, he bath-had no notice of what hath been done; 
or elfe, it by that word Done, he intenderh Perfefed, it will 
lye at his own door, who thought ir not mect to allow the 
Parliameot any longer time than the juſtfive ronths co per- 
| feCt what was in doing- But ies nrged , That there is upon: the 
i ſpirits of men a ſtrange itch, nothing will ſatisfie them , unleſſe 
F-1 they can put their finger- their bretbrens conſciences to pinch 
them there, Who are theſe men that deal thus uncharitably? 
Hath the Parliament done this 2 If nox,its not Chriftian like 
done, toc: it in their way,when it concerns them not. If it 
be charged upon the Parliament as their proper fault,ir is ab- 
ſoluctcly denyed, that there was any Debate or Vote inthe 
a tending to abridge the juſt liberties of orthodox Inde- 


denrs,or thoſe ander the form of Baptiſm( as they are cal- 

d)beirg otherwiſe Orthodox, or toftop them from the li- 

dcrty of their conſciences, Is not denyed,but that there was 

Debate and ſome Votes in order to the puniſhment of oneBe- 

die, who was commirted by the Parliament tor ſecucing into 

heretical opivions,contrary to the blefſed Trinity,and other 

Fundamental, as by histwc Books acknowledged by him 

doth aj'pear. There were Motions alſo made agai:iſt one Ake 

burſt;tor blaſphemies, but the fan}c being b<fore the Council, fin « 

many men thought ic not ſo conveiient for the Parliamencg 

to be croubled/therewith in ſuch a neceſſity of much buſineſs, 

and {mal time. And if cheſe be the pin« hes complained ah for 

"which th: Parliament muſt diſſolve, Gods wili be done; ' ne- 

i verthel{ſe, asto-thele crimes, orſhadows of crimes caft upon 

the Parliament, give me leave co pitty the condition of ſome: 

Profefſors , that wi:l cake liberry to give credic to reporcs 
'"withoutexamination of the-truch, or rather fancy thi 

them(elves, tending to the-wrong,not of one or twogbar the 

Repreſentative of che three whole Nacions, and can-or wit 

Gave no friends norMiniſters, thac will be faichlyll in ſuch 
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caſes, to minde them of the iſſue. The long Parliament (faith he) 
would have proteed'd otherwiſe than this bath done , if it bad this ex- 

dient offered, That the Jong Parliament was more wile than 
this of late , may be true, and yet have given his Highnelle as litle 
content as this hat}; done , for what ever is pretended in the Goe 
yernment, ic cannor confift with a frec Parliament, not it with 


th't : And therefore he could not allow of that Parli.ment that 


made him what he was, nor of that which he made what it was; 
nor of that laft which neither m2de him, nor{though ſummoned 
by him ) was made by him; and yet it intended no hurt ro 
bis perſon, nor prejudice to his place, fofarre as it judged, 
might be fafe for the liberty of the People of England : and ſuch 
meaſure as theſe have mee with , muſt others «xpeR to have, un» 
Ifle they will give up the peoples liberties to the will of the Pro» 
teftor, for the time beivg.” | But he doth affert thar there is in this 
Government a juſt Liberty to the People of God, and the juſt rights of 


Pag, 3g 


the people in theſe three Nations provided for. Burt more fully in his Pag. 264 


firſt Speech, wher« in ſpeaking of this Government, he ſaith; Its 


Calculated fpr the intereſt of the-People, ſor the intereſt cf the people Pag. vor 


aloniez and for their good,, without reſpetis bad to any other intereſt. 
Let it ſpeak for it ſelf. And for n yown part, notwichſtanding 
what hath been publiſhell in che diſcourſe, eptixled. ATruc ſtare 
of the Caſe of the Commonwealth,Kc. I fay alſo, let ir plead ar 
ic ſelf bur in theſe few particulars, befides many others. | 
1. The Government ſohighly extolled , is founded in'the [+ 
nion of three Parliaments, of England,Scotland, & Ireland into one 
Parliament, allowing 30 out of Scotland,zo out of Ireland iq Vote 
in this Parliament,and conftituting 60 co be a Parliament for the 
three Nations. And thus there is a Coordinacy of Legifliciye pa» 
rer in theſe chree N tions, over each other 3 and if it will plcaſe 


the Prore&or to fitc the Parliamenc at any tin1c,as hedid the Jon 
Parliament, and this laſt Parliament, by the late recognition. 


ay not the Proteftor, and the two Nations of Scotland, and Ire- 

1d, givealaw co England, or England alyne give aJlaw.<o them 

deih; ur 60 of them all, give a law toll, Andarethe libergirs 
ff cheſe'Cuuncries preſerved hereinr - judg you, | 

2." By the 21. Article a Council conſtituted by the Proteftar,- 

dr ſuch of them as heſhall call c@ Council, haye a' power «© 

termine the quilification of wp E any Mcmbera vs Member 


-of Fackalment hone which, fuch-arenot capable to fit as Mem! 
bers of Par liament, Arenot theſe truſtees then ra the. Proveftor 
and his Council? or are they truſtees to the people, on whom 
their liberties in caſe of diffecence concerning prerogative may 
be ſafely truſted ? Ii's paſt all doubt that England was never (0 in; 
cumbred in their cle&ions, nor would the Law ſuffer it; ic being 
contrary toall reaſon, that hereby the ProteQor, for the time 

' being, ſhould be enabled to frame a Parliamenc ſuitable to his 
own ends, be they.never ſo unjuſtifiable, | 

3 By the 2g Article, no Bils ſhall be admicted to be Laws, if 
they contain any thing contray to the matters contained in that} 

' Government, without:the Lord Prote&ors conſent. So as all the& 
matters in that Government are of ſuch pecfeion, as they muſt F" 

'binde Semper, and ad Semper. No Law muſt croſs that without the 

'Protefors conſent 3, So as he being made. the Judg, no.Law canſf' 

paſs withouthis cogniſance; not then alſo, uole(s the Proteftor 

'ſhall declare, that they are not contrary to the matters contained F* 
in the Government : andthus becometh he ſworn, not to. paſs 
thoſe juft Laws ner ales: eligerit, which the people ſhall chuſe,F, 

4 As touching rhe Militia and Forces, they arejn the Interval] 


- of Parliament wholly at the order of the Proteor and Counce), 


who are the birth of each other by Eleftion; and theſe have theff 
Power of War and Pedce withour limitation : And (o they have 
The power of making Laws for war, andpegce : And ſo thus every 
many perſon and eſtate, as to war and peace, is our of the power. 
"of the people. . __ : 
's TheProteftorand the Councel have power ta make Lawee 

For raifing of money till the next parliament,and to make Laws. 
for the pe:ce and welfare of theſe Nations,til cheParliament ſhallF,, 
take further ordet: ſo as if no Parliament be called; or if called, 
yet no aſſent of theProtRor be to any AQ,under colour that they 
areagainſt the mitters in the Government, then is this powerſ 
outretched fine die; and fo,in Read of a perpetual Repreſcntarfy 
five, we have aProteRor wth a perpetual Legiſlative power. 
'''6 The charge of mglytaining $9900 men impoſed upon. thek, 
*edple for ever, \ Ichour the peoples conſent, and the manner off 
raiþng a{moy forihen fixed unalterably (without the Prote-ſ,, 
«Hors conſent; )andſo the proj le have agreat kindnefſedone to 
*hem, they have the burden faid upon their ſhoulders againſt theief- 
Wis, and not tobe Feroved cil the prote&or pleaſes. 7A 
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7 As tourbing Religion;1, AU perfongareallowed toliver rue 
. hows Ordinanccs, jfthey will. 2. Any man may t 4417 41, 
zold forth and publiſh any heretical opinion that he (hal: p16... , 
nd ſeduce athers into the ſame;and be tolerated thercin;and this 
hey call Chriſtian Liberty. Bur let the conſtituted frame of this 
Zommonwealth: be confidered as its .copſMing of, a company of 
hriſtians,and it willbe evident that the « xcellency thereof cannor 
be maintained_unJeis CHOUOEY be alſo maititained. And ſeeing 
| mens hearts by nature tendonly'to evil,ie will by natural con- 
uenceifſuetherefrom,. that if, the Ocdinance be not maintain» 
d in honour and if the Do@rine be nat, kept free frum mixture 
ich herefies and blaſphemy,its the only calm.and (ure way ofde- 
troying the very Chriſtianity of theſe Nations,under colour of a 
-2W tO maintain this kind of liberty of conſcience. When int- 
guity is thus framed by a Law, God help,. for-man cannot. — 
Is ſaid,that ic world be-buge friendlineſſe for the Parliament to baye, Pag. 203 
mwineed bis Highneſſe of the errours therein, In that he was not con- 
inced by the Parliament, the ground muſt reft upon want of 
jiends & faithful Councellors, ſome of whom, jf not all of chem 
did well know,that the whole produRt ofall the Parliamenus Re- 
olves were ready to preſent to his Highneſle,in order to a Mnzus 
allConference;or it was in himſelf that liked not any ſuch courſe 
or would indure that the ſame ſhould be preſented as a Bill pa+ 
ed by the Houſe leſt there ſhould be a Record in the Houſe there» 
pf, and ſo there ſhould be a Parliament Government counterfa» 
ing the former Government ; here's the bowels of the. matter ; 
e bolds forth ſeeming willingneſs co be convinced,but is alcea' 
efolved not to waye the Government, the Officers of the Army 
with the help of ſome others, with himſelf, hath-agreed upon,and 
inaſe}fhath (worn - becauſe its a diſhonouradle thing for them 
o be impoſed upon, and not impoſe upon the people, For its 
id further, But in ſtead thereof (viz, the Government ) your time : 
been ſpent in ſetting up ſomewhat elſe upon another bottome than this Pag. 119 
Yangs, that looks like lying grounds of a Duarrell.” So that this is 
e ſore that hath rankled inwardly all this while, and never 


rake forth. cill wth five months repening,.The peoples Goyern- 
ment muſt bottome a new ,, for the old one ſhall icrve no lon» 
ter, The' queſtion then is , What this  Boftome 182, If. it, be the 
aottome-ſer down in the Government, ic is Oxe and a Parliament. 
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4 (23) 
doubtleſs the words werewell weighed when they were wricten 
-and ſpoken; fo the Reader mult weigh them well,orhe may wor- 
der why then this latt Parliament might not alcer the evill that is 
found in that Government. To this the words will anſwer; /e « 
1otion offs ſ#ch an evill as muſt be referred to them by the Government. $0 as 
ſs may beſ}} cither the things not referred are ſo good and necellary as nothing 
' @ parliaeſ can be more, or elſe they alſo ſhould be alterable, or otherwiſe 
1 offs they. are a neceſlary evill. And this is notall, for, the evill muſt 
be found by experience : Common ſenſe and reaſon of Parliament 
mult not doe the work before they learne froffexperience ; and 
therefore this Parliament mult firlt fubnuc to it, and muſt not un- 
| dertake to mend the evill for want of experience ; bvt future Par 
liaments may, For time it ſelfe wil{ be the beſt diſtoverer, as he 
faith ; ſo as the Parliament mutt firſt break the peoples head, and 
then the people muſt come to the Protector for thetime being, for 
a Plaiſter, who it cannot be imagined will refuſe co apree to alter 
any thing that may be found to be for the good of the people. 
eAlthough for the preſent the keeping np, and having in his ptr 


at ſuch a time as this, what would become of all ? His preſent aps 
-prehenſions it ſeems kicks againſt what he formerly ſaid ; all then 
wh was for the people, and no intereft beſtdes ; now the Militia is 
acknowledged to be in the Protector for a ſeaſon, and upon gocd 
vo ground, viz. To maintaine the Cauſe that otherwiſe he cor- 
cludes would be given up. But he may pleaſe ro remember, the 
Cauſe which he ſpeaks of was gained whiles the Militia was 1h the 
| Peoples hands, and may they not be truſted with the Militia for 
| the maintainiug of that Cauſe ? His Highneſs is full of faith whiles 
Igion be the Milicia is in his hands,concluding that the Cauſe is a Rock pox 


wer the Militia ſeems the moſt hard, yet if it ſhould be yeilded mp Page 2 2, 


niniloo} which whoever ſplits ſhall ſuffer fhipwrack. Bur if the People have Vage 11, 


fertake uf che Militia what ſhall become of all > What? Nothing bur «well, 
llicaryf] the People are more corcerned in it then all the Protectors and 
frel wit! Privy Council that are or ever ſhall be, can be. God is interetted 


y, agalng in the work fo lonp as che Caute is his, and he hath any amongit 
he Ong: the People in Covenanc with him. Buc I think the world will not 

Ic maff} be deceived ; for fo long as the Souldierf are poſſeſſed of the 
deny Scepter, they neither will, nor can truſt People or Parliament ; 


t ;And che reaſon is evident, becauſe, chough the Protector be elect- 
aq ed by the People, vet the Souldiers of ſervants, they are by ulur- 
E pation 


Page 22, 


(24) 
pation become Maſters of the People : and being conſcious of in- 
juſtice done to them, how can they adventure their Cauſe, which 
is by them called, The Cauſe ? 

In the next place he produceth the Grounds of ſtating the Mi- 
litia in manner as inthe Government; and ( as it's noted of the 
Mermaid ) his firit Ground is beaurifull ; it's bur a temporary 
Power ; it's but for /xch a time as this; but all the Grounds ſub- 
ſequent are of an everlaſting nature ; for if the Militia ſhould be 
yeilded, Ir determines the Proxettors Power of deing that good he 
ought. If every Man might have as much power as he might im- 
ploy in doing good, the world would be ſoone undone. If the 
ProteRor hath nor the Militia, it's ſaid, He cannot doe the good he 
onght ; no, nor doe the hurt he would. God forefaw this, when 
he commanded concerning a King of 1/rae/, that he ſhould not 
multiply Horſes to himſelte, leſt he ſhould bring the People into 
Egyptian Bondage. But what is this good? Hinaring of perpetu- 
ity of Parliaments. Yes,and the calling and fitting of Parliaments 
alſo : Bur it will not hinder the fitting of Parliaments, There 
needs not this trouble to keep Parliaments from perpetuating 
themſelves. A Proteftor alone can mzke a Parliament weary with 
fitting five months. His Highneſle formerly thought that the long 
Parliament had a deſigne to perpetuate themſeſves, now he thinks 
im his conſcience they would have continued no longer then till 
ſuch an expedient as this had been offered: And if] may ſpeak 
my opinion, I doe think, if they had knowne thereof they would 
not have continued ſo long, 

A ſecond good of the Protefors holding the Militia is, Hin- 
dring Parliaments from impoſing what Religion they pleaſe upon 
the conſeiences of men. $0 as the Protector for the time being ſhall 
be ſole Judge in matters of Religion, to diſtribute to any man li- 
berty of conſcience, to get into Pulpits when they pleaſe, Preach 
what they think, and think what they liſt ; and for others; hberty 
of conſcience to ſubmit to no Ordinance, nor know no God, pro - 
vided they will live quietly : And unto thele three Nations liberty 
of conſcience to be at length without Church or Religion. Is this 
liberey ? I ſpeak to wiſe Chriſtians, judge you whar I ſay. 

The third good of the Protectors holding the Militia is, Thej 
hindring the Parliament from impoſing what Government they 


pleaſe upon the Nation. That is,the Protector for the time being, 
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will look to maintain his own ſtake, and the Government ſo con. 
ſtituted, and no other. He may impoſe a Government, but the 
Parliament muſt not. Thele Parliaments are dangerous Bealts for 
Eoland to deal with ; a wonder it is they have continued fo long, 
having chang .d the Government fo often. It's true, there have 
been changes of late, bur the end hath been to raiſe up this excel- 
fent frame of Government : And therefore if men and times be 
conſidered and compared,it will eaſily appear whence theſe chan- 
Ses COIN. 


But what if he ſhould ſay, if there ſhould be a diſ-equality or dij= Page 23- 


proportion as to the Power ; it 15 0n the other hand. Then woutd I 
crave lcave to ſay his own words, Would he had made the Peo- 
ple ſo happy as to let them know his grounds. 

In the next place,the Parliament is arraigned of inexorableneſs ; 


I would ( faith he ) have wiſhed ir hd been in your hearts to have page 11. 


agreed that ſome friendly and cordiall debates might have been to- 
wards mutuall convittion : ſuch things have been propoſed and re- 
je#ted with ftiffneſſe and ſeverity. 

It ſeems his Lordſhip can take notice of ſome Paſſages with the 
manner in ſtiffneſle and ſeverity, without infringing the Priviledges 
of Parliament, if they can any way make for his purpoſe; and 
it ſatisfies me he hath not more to ſay againſt it then he hath. 
And this now charged mult be acknowledged, that ſuch a thing 
was Propounded once ſome while before the Parliament ended, 


and at another time, I think the latt day but one of the fitting 


of the Parliament, and it was both times upon full and mild J)e- 
bate concluded in the Negative ; amongſt other Reaſons, theſe 
that follow did give ſatisfaction to ſome therein. 

1 Theifſue of ſuch Debates could be no other then the ſpend- 
:ng of time, and bindring of determining the debates of che Houle, 
which was verily believed to be aimed ar by ſome who were dif 
affeted with the proceedings. 

2 Although application bath been twice made by the Parha- 
ment to the Prote&tor, one concerning Religion, the other con- 
cerning the Militia, and therein attendance more then hath been 
uſed to any of the Kings of this Land ; yet the ifſue was nothing 
bur this, as to that of Religion, He world ſee the whale before him, 
he liked not to determine by parcells, or to that effet, And as to 


the Militia, he agreed to demoliſh ſome few Garriſons, but could 
E not 


5 
—_— 


cones 


———————————— 


= 


Page 7. 


Paze 21, 


age 23. 


- culars from time to time ſhould be revealed to the Lord ProteRor, 


Dot allow disbanding of any Souldiers in £xglexd, or Scotland, 
nor in [reland, till he heard farther from "ax, 00 

3 The Parliament could not make any application for fatisfa- 
Rion from without doores, till they firſt had determined the'r 
own ſenſe within ; nor did they orderly know, or could take no- 
tice of aay difference beriveen the Protetor aud them ; for al- 
though they had heard ſome Reports concerning it, yet divers of 
the privy Councel plainly fatd,that they underſtood not his Lord- 
ſhips reſolves. | 

4 The Propoſals made in the Houſe of ſuch mutuall conference, 
was made by ſome Members, but not as by any direQion from the 
ProteQor, nor had the Houſe reaſon to apprehend it as his High- 
neſſe ſenſe, conſidering what anſwer they formerly had, as to.the 
matter concerning Rehgion. = A 

5 And laffly, atthough the Houſe had compleated their Re-, 
ſolyes, yet __ themſelves ſatisfied, they had no cauſe firſt co 
complaine, nor defire mutua!l conference, till exceptions were ta- 
ken to what was done after due preſenting of the ſame to the Pro- 
tector. And therefore I know not what hidden fate ( if I may ad- 
venture ſuch a word ) betided the Parliament, that ſo many parti- 


who Prayed to God for 4 bling xpon the Parliament; And did 
think.it to be his buſineſſe to ſee the utmoſt iſſue, and what God would 
produce by the Parliament, rather then unſtaſonably 16 intermeaale 
with them ; And yet that for want of information in the maine 
point of all, he ſhould diffolve the Parliament juſt when the work 
was in the birth, and not to ſtay one houre longer to ſee the iſſue, 
what God would produce. But (to uſe his Lordſhips own words) 
if it be thus, it's well our laborrs have not arrived to any maturity 
ar all. I's much better his Highnefle ſhould take up this Go- 
vernment where he finds it, then the Parliament ſhould agree it 
him. 

By way of ponyg his deſire of matuall' conference or cordi- 
aJl debare, he further faith, Thar he would not be averſe to any al- 
teration pon conviction, although he could not have agreed to the 
taking it iff the Founaation on which it ſtands, viz, the acceptati- 
os and conſent of the people. Then belike he can allow of altering 
any thing that is upon the foundation : ſo as now it ſeemes his 
Neatives are not ſo dear to him, but if the people will allow f 
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the change, he is willing. How glad have we all cauſe to be, tha* 
at length the foundation of the Government is the acceptation 
and conſent of the people ? None but thoſe that are acquainted 
with the eLrcare Imperii, can tell when, where, and how this 
conſent ſhould be gained. If it was before it was [worn,it was be- 
fore it was known. If it were at the time of the ſwearing, it was 
before it was underſtood, and onely by thoſe that heard it, and 
underſtood it, which were very few; and of them thar liked ir, 
there yet were fewer. If it was after the Oath, ic was too late to 
be a foundation of that which was formerly aflerced by the very 
Oath it ſelfe. 

After Digreflions from the charging of the Parliament, to A- 
pologies for his preſent and future undertakings, wherewith I have 
not to intermeddle, but ſhall endeavour within my ſtation to main- 
taine peace, and ſhall leave them to the Lord and Governour of 
the world. I fay, after nine or ten leaves ſpent therein, he returns 
to his laſt charge againſt the Parliament. Tox have laboured to 
everthrow the Government : And the Army ts now upon free quar- 
ter, and you would never ſo much as let me hear a tiuttle from you 
concerning it ; Where us the faxlt ? Hu it not been as if you had a 
purpoſe to put this extremity upon #s and the Nation. Three char- 
ges laid upon the Parliaments account, all of great weight. Firlt, 
They here laboured to overthrow the Government. Secondly, 
The Army is upon free Quarter. Thirdly, The Parliament hach 
| purpoſely -put this extremity upon the Nation. 

The firſt of theſe, concerning the Government is, That the 
Parliament hath labogred to overthrow it. How can that be obje- 
Red,when he knoweth not what the Parliament hath been doing? 
whether they have been alive or dead > Himſelfe acknowledgerh 
there are things alterable upon conviction, and that he is willing 
to agree to any alteration npon conviction, fo that the Govern- 
ment be not taken off the Foundation, which is the conſent of the 
people; and inorder thereunto the Parliament hath imployed 
their labour in examining the particulars therepf ;1s this an over- 
throwing ofit? Doth the purging of the body from ill humors, 
overthrow the body ? The Parliament never intended to unbot- 
tome any Government from the peoples conſent, bnt to fix it 
thereupon. If he taketh the Government to be in every particular 
fixed upon the peoples conſent, doth not he conſert to overthrow 

the 
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the Government, when as he is willing to alter any thing upon 
conviction ? 

Secondly, (oncerning free quarter : the A for Aſſeſſment was 
ready to be preſented co him, for the firit payment(asI remember) 
ro be in Feb. and I ſuppoſe the payment had been as ſoon within 
the time charged as was wont to be : and why the Souldier ſhould 
be upon free-quarter upon the 22.0ffaz.in this three months pay, 
rather then in former times,is not eaſily underſtood ; unleſſe ſome 
deſign were to render the Parliament odious to the people; and as 
to the great arrears of 30 weekes to the Souldiers (1 thinke ) the 
people may well ſay, irs not their default, chey feele. that they 
have paid their Aſeſſements : if the Souldiers be kept in arreares 
co make them depend, as is uſed elſewhere ; the Parliament is 
not to be accountable for that. If then ſuch an at was prepared, 
and not one title thereof was mentioned to the Protector ( by 
thoſe that it ſeemes could mention and miſreport other matters ) 
its to be imputed ro a provide:ice, and therein the matter muſt 
reſt. But this may be certainly jaid, that.divers in the Houſe heard 
that the Protefor knew thereof ,-and excepted againſt the ſmal- 
neſfe of the ſum of 60000). per men/; Bur it no tuch at had been 
made, the Parliament did towards their latter time of firting 
( and after the Aſſeſſement was agreed ) underitand by good in- 
formation ( as they conceived ) that the Exciſe, and Cuſtomes 
and other profits was a ſufficient revenue to defray the charge 
of the forces, both by ſea, and land ; ſuch as ſhould be neceſſary 
according to the Government ; and if they had continued: the 
aſſeſſement for longer time then for the three months of Fanuary, 
Febrrary, and March, inſtant ; it had been, I believe, for the pay- 
ment of publick debts, and uot for the Soulciers. And therefore 
the necellitie of free-quarter doth not yet appear. 

3. Asco the third Charge, and workt of all , That the Parlia- 
ment hath purpoſely put this extremity upon the Nation. 1 mult fay 
as formerly, the a& was ready, I believe it was knowne ſo to be; 
but whether through the ſmalneſſe of the ſumme , or that it was 
delayed from preſenting to the Protector, till it might be delive- 
red to the Protector together with the Bill concerning: the Go- 
vernment, or what other matter was the cauſe, I know not ; but 
the ProteRor I think doth know why he declared the Parliament 
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extremity : And thus the Parliament or Trultees fent'up co pro- 
vide a Remedy for grievances, intend extremities upon the Nati- 
on, and ſo themſelves become the greatek grievance of all. In an- 
ſwer whereof, I dare not undertake to determine the purpoſe of 
the Parliament, none but the Parliament it ſelfe can.doe that, and 
it being now diffolved,I can only fay, I know the particular Mem- 
bers, and believe moſt of them to be peaceably and religiouſly at- 
feed, and far unworthy of ſuch imputation ; Only there was 
great care taken how to-preſerve the peoples liberties ( as it was 
fuppoſed there was great cauſe ) and it was ſuppoſed that a'tem- 
porary ſuſpending ofthat care might have led a way to an abſo- 
lute rejection of the ſame. For though ( as the Prorecor ſaith ) 
a man will not take his liberty of pleaſure when his houſe is' on 
fire; yet ifhe ſhall reſolve upon a temporary ſuſpenſion of his Page 35- 
care for his houſe in ſuch exigency ; he may well expect to ſee 

his houſe burnt downe before his time of ſuſpenſion be over-paſt. 

I ſhall conclude all with two own the one a requelt to the 
Reader, that this Repreſentation, framed in a ſhort and plaine 
manner for all capacities, as I could, may be accepted not as the 
ſenſe of the Parliament, which nv ſingle Member may undertake, 
much leſſe the meaneſt of them all ; but as of one that doth de- 
ſire to uphold the honour and good opinion of Parliaments a- 
mong the people -of theſe Nacions as much as he can. 

The other an humble petiti6n"to his Highneſs the Lord Prote- 

Ror, ifit may appear before him, that he will ſeriouſly conlider 
the nature of the Government yet further, comparing the firlt 
principle of One and a Parliament, with the means or other par- 
ticulars therein contained ; 1 may fay. with ſome confidence, thar 
the generall ſort ofthe people in theſe Nations, will much reſpect 
the Government by One and a Parliament : But as to the perpe- 
tuall maintaining of ſtanding Forces, and a Captain Generall in 
order to maintaining of Oe and a Parliament, ( as it 15 propout;- 
ded in the Government to be, part of a Magna ( harta, or 4 
ſtanding Rule ) it's abſolutely deltrutive thereunto, unlefle che 
Forces can be ordered as at the firſt they were, viz. Both the 
Commander in Chief, and the Army alwayes under the order ot 
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